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Journalism, Advertising, and Media Studies 620: 

Seminar in Global Media 

Fall 2019 

 

LEADING DISCUSSION 

5 x 2 = 10% of grade 

 

Once during each half of the semester, you will be responsible (often with another student) to 

produce (A) a 1-page handout (single or double-sided) and (B) lead the class. Sign up will occur 

within the first week of class. If you have a partner, please communicate well in advance to plan 

how to share the work. You will get individual grades. Bring 18 copies of the handout to class. 

 

The purpose of this assignment 

1. Leave students with a paper trail of what we’ve covered this semester to assist them in 

preparing for exams, RRs, and the final paper. 

2. Encourage student investment in discussion. 

3. Help students practice critical thinking, summarizing, presentation, and leadership skills. 

 

 

To prepare 

• Do the reading(s) carefully. 

• Outline its arguments. 

• Note interesting passages that could be unpacked further. 

• Do light background research on the author and what they generally study. 

• Start making connections in your head and notes between this reading and other course 

readings, current events, or media examples. 

• Check the Key Terms document to see what terms from the reading we’ll be discussing 

in class. (All the readings for this class should be Ctrl+F searchable.) You do not have to 

cover every key term in your handout/presentation. Use your discretion. 

• Do light background research on cultural, political, or geographic references in the text 

that are unfamiliar. For example, if the reading is about a television show you’ve never 

seen, see if you can find a video online to get a sense of what it’s like. 

 

If there is one reading and two leaders, one handout total is acceptable. It should be made by 

both of you working together. You are also allowed to each make separate handouts if you wish. 

If there are two scholarly readings and two leaders, you could each make a handout on one of the 

readings. 

 

 

Mandatory items to include on each reading’s handout 

• Your name and the date of the class session you’re leading 

• Bibliographic entry for reading 

• Summarize, in as clear of words as possible, of the central argument(s) of all of that 

day’s reading(s) (~1-4 sentences) 

• Highlight a connections with another course reading, a media example, or a current 

event. 
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Helpful things you may want to include. You cannot include all of these. 

• Brief outline of paper(s)’s arguments. 

• Definitions for some key terms. 

• Brief background information on the author(s) if knowing their background is useful to 

understanding the reading(s). (Think one sentence, or a few bullet points. Not a full bio.) 

• Background information on the topic or media covered in the reading. We’ll be 

discussing a wide array of media from a variety of contexts that might be unfamiliar to 

us. 

• One or a few key quotes with page numbers. 

• Provocative discussion questions. 

• Whatever you’d like help remembering when you have to go back to a reading to use it 

for your paper or your exam. 

 

 

What to do when leading the class 

This should take about 5 minutes. 

• Start the class with a brief presentation in which you summarize the reading and highlight 

key points on your handout. While some reading from the page is understandable, 

students should not read out, word-for-word, the entirety of their handout. 

• You may also want to: 

o Show a short video, song, or other piece of media that is relevant and suggest 

some discussion points. 

o Pose a question or short brainstorming activity for students to consider in pairs or 

small groups. 

After you have finished formally leading the class, continue to be an engaged discussion 

participant. Use what you learned preparing for leading the class to support and enhance the 

discussion. 

 

 

Grading 

Each session you lead is worth 5 points. 

There is no right or wrong answer for this assignment. The point is to show you are making 

an effort to:  

a) Engage the reading (2 pts) 

a. Did you think through its key points? 

b. Did you offer necessary context to help yourself and others work with the text? 

b) Connect it with other course readings and discussions. You could also connect it with 

current events or media examples (1 pt) 

c) Engage the rest of the class and support, throughout the session, a productive discussion 

(1 pt) 

d) Provide a clear and usefully organized handout (1 pt) 

 

 

You cannot make up this assignment if missed. 


