
INTRODUCTION

• The prevalence of intimate partner violence (IPV), including 

physical, psychological, and sexual aggression, is equal to or 

greater in sexual minority (e.g., lesbian, gay, bisexual or another 

non-heterosexual identity) relationships than heterosexual 

relationships (Walters, Chen, & Breiding, 2013). 

• IPV in sexual minority relationships can have more substantive 

negative outcomes compared to their heterosexual counterparts, 

such as increased depression, substance abuse, and health issues 

(Koeppel & Bouffard, 2014)

• Previous research with heterosexual populations has shown a link 

between adverse childhood experiences (ACE’s; e.g., physical or 

sexual abuse; parental separation; growing up with a substance-

abusing or mentally ill household member) and an increased risk 

for IPV perpetration (Widom, Czaja, & Dutton, 2014).

• There is a lack of research on the impact that experiencing ACE’s 

can have on IPV perpetration in sexual minority relationships.

Study Objective: Investigate the relationship between ACE’s 

and IPV perpetration in sexual minority young adults.
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• 79.3% of participants were assigned female sex at birth; 81.1% of 

participants were college students.

• 91.9% of participants reported having experienced at least one ACE 

prior to the age of 18 and 50.5% of participants reported 

experiencing four or more ACE’s prior to the age of 18. 

• 9% of participants reported perpetrating physical IPV in the past 

year; 24.3% of participants reported perpetrating sexual IPV in the 

past year; and 83.8% of participants reported perpetrating 

psychological IPV in the past year. 

• We conducted analyses in SPSS version 26.0. Bivariate correlations 

between the ACES total score and each type of IPV were conducted. 

• No significant bivariate associations between ACEs and any type 

of IPV were identified. 

Table 1. Racial and Ethnic identity.

DISCUSSION

• In contrast to findings with heterosexual populations, there were no 

significant association between ACE’s and IPV perpetration in our 

sample of sexual minority young adults.

• Our findings provide preliminary evidence that caution should be taken 

when generalizing findings on risk factors for IPV perpetration from 

heterosexual populations to sexual minority populations. 

• Future research should examine other risk factors for IPV perpetration 

(e.g., alcohol use; emotion dysregulation) in sexual minority 

relationships. 

LIMITATIONS

• The sample was 76.5% White and 79.2% female; therefore findings 

may not generalize to more diverse populations.

• Most participants were college students (81.1%), and therefore findings 

may not generalize outside college student populations. 

• The study was cross-sectional and longitudinal research is needed.

• A sample of 111 young adults (Mean age= 21.54, SD=2.04) who 

identified as a sexual minority, who were in current dating 

relationships, completed an online survey through 

Qualtrics.com. This sample is part of an ongoing longitudinal 

study that examines alcohol use, minority stress and IPV in 

sexual minority dating relationships.

• Participants completed self-report measures related to ACE’s 

and IPV.  

• The Adverse Childhood Experiences measure (Finkelhor et 

al., 2015) is a 14-item questionnaire that assesses adverse 

childhood experiences before the age of 18 (e.g., emotional, 

physical, and sexual abuse; physical and emotional neglect; a 

mother treated violently; peer victimization).

• The Conflict in Adolescent Dating Relationship Inventory 

(CADRI; Wolfe, Scott, Reitzel-Jaffe, Wekerle, Grasley, & 

Straatman, 2001) is a 50-item questionnaire that measures 

psychological, physical, and sexual violence in dating 

relationships in the past 12 months. 

Table 2. Sexual Orientation. 

Racial and Ethnic Identity

Not Hispanic or Latino Hispanic or Latino Total

Racial 

Categories

Female Male Female Male

American 

Indian/

Alaska 

Native

0

Asian 7 7

Native 

Hawaiian or 

Other 

Pacific 

Islander

0

Black or 

African 

American

7 7

White 61 21 2 1 85

More than 

One Race

2 1 11

Unknown/ 

Not 

Reported

1 1

Total 83 21 5 2 111

Frequency

(n)

Percent

Gay 19 17.1

Lesbian 26 23.4

Bisexual 34 30.6

Queer 9 8.1

Pansexual 17 15.3

Asexual 2 1.8

Same-Gender 

Loving

1 .9

Alternate Self-

Identification

3 2.7

Total 111 100.0


