
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE COLLEGE OF LETTERS & SCIENCE RESEARCH REQUIREMENT 

All students in the College of Letters & Science are now required to fulfill a “research requirement” in which they 
demonstrate their ability to investigate a topic independently, integrate and interpret the evidence, prepare a coherent 
paper, and give a verbal presentation describing what they found. In addition, the Economics Department expects 
these projects to demonstrate five “learning outcomes,” the abilities to 

1. Describe economic theories and polices 
2. Apply economic theories to relevant issues 
3. Analyze economic issues and data effectively using appropriate economic modeling and critical thinking  
4. Evaluate economic public policies critically 
5. Communicate key economic theories and applications effectively in written form 

Economics majors with junior or senior status may complete this requirement in Economics 426 by writing a 10-15 
page literature review on a topic approved by the professor and giving a short (roughly 15-20 minute) presentation 
of the findings. As explained above, it is expected that the completed review will reflect both the broader goals of 
the College’s requirement and the five learning outcomes expected by the Economics Department. The student bears 
the entire responsibility for choosing the topic, but it must be related to the course, and papers on topics that have 
not been approved in advance shall not be accepted. If you are having trouble finding a topic, you might consider 
one of the many subtopics addressed in the chapters of your textbook that we will not emphasize this semester, such 
as any individual issue mentioned in chapters 8-9, 14-17, and (perhaps especially) 21-25. 

A literature review is NOT merely a series of article summaries or book reports, but rather a well-written, integrated 
discussion of previous research in the field and possible directions for future research. Such a paper will identify the 
topic under discussion and its place in the broader economics literature, discuss its significance for public policy 
and/or other research, summarize the methods and contributions of several papers, describe how they relate to one 
another (e.g., compare and contrast their methods and results), highlight any conclusions that may be drawn, and 
perhaps point to questions that remain open or new techniques or data that might shed additional light on the subject. 
For examples of literature reviews written by professional economists, see the Journal of Economic Perspectives. 

Part of your job in writing the literature review is to assign appropriate importance to various sources. Peer 
reviewed publications (especially those that appear in the most reputable academic journals) deserve greater 
credence than most books or working papers. Government publications are often excellent sources for raw data, 
though they may (or may not) be weaker for data analysis. Newspaper and magazine articles are generally less 
credible sources, although note that they are still at least implicitly backed by the journalistic reputation of the 
publishing organization; the same generally cannot be said for most internet postings, for example. It is thus strongly 
recommended that the bulk of your references are peer-reviewed academic articles; I would expect to see references 
to at least a dozen such articles in your paper. 
 
To help you find articles to include in your review, I recommend the following four sources. All are accessible via 
the “Resources A-Z” link on the UWM library homepage; ask a reference librarian if you need help using them: 

a. EconLit – lists contents and abstracts of hundreds of economics journals since 1886, as well as books, 
dissertations, and catalogued working papers 

b. JSTOR – full-text research papers from leading journals 
c. Web of Science – allows you to search for articles that have cited a particular article in the past; useful for 

identifying subsequent contributions to the literature. 
d. National Bureau of Economic Research Working Papers– full-text working papers by leading scholars; 

often the most up-to-date research on a topic. 
 
When writing your paper, it is extremely important to cite your sources. In the body of the paper, 
use the “in-line cite” format – as demonstrated in this passage I wrote (Chi and Drewianka 2013): 

“More educated immigrants received much larger (if still modest) wage gains from both the 
IRCA (Barcellos 2010) and the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act of 
1997 (Kaushal 2006). Orrenius, Zavodny, and Kerr (2012) posit that skill differences may 
account for the larger premiums (up to 25 percent) they find….” 
 

Each source cited in the text should then appear in a bibliography listed at the end of your paper. 
Entries in the bibliography should (a) be listed in alphabetical order by the first author’s last name, (b) 
be formatted consistently across entries, and (c) contain all information necessary for the reader to 
obtain the original source. A simple way to comply is to follow one of the commonly prescribed 
citation formats, such as that of the Chicago Manual of Style (though other formats are acceptable too). 



Although it should not need to be stated, an important related point is that plagiarism will not be 
tolerated. This is an extremely serious offense that shall be dealt with harshly, including punishments 
as severe as (permanent) expulsion. Even less serious cases may result in a reprimand or probation 
that would appear permanently on your transcript – which may well make it impossible for you to gain 
entry to graduate or professional schools (including MBA programs or law schools), and may even 
render you ineligible for some employment opportunities. So just don’t do it!!!!! 

Obviously, to avoid plagiarism, you need to know what it is. The most obvious example would involve cutting and 
pasting material from another source into your paper, unless it is presented as a quote (with proper attribution). 
However, it is also inappropriate simply to paraphrase someone else’s work – that is, just changing a few words to 
synonyms does not absolve you of plagiarism charges. On the other hand, it should always be acceptable to write 
about someone else’s ideas using your own words and phrasing as long as you cite their work. For more information 
on what is acceptable, see http://www4.uwm.edu/acad_aff/policy/academicmisconduct.cfm. Purdue University also 
has some very helpful material on the topic: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/. 
 
In this class, students are required to complete three exercises that are intended to help them write their 
papers more efficiently and effectively: 

1. Topic statement – Due at the 4th class meeting of the semester. A short (1/2 page) written 
statement of your topic. This statement is not binding, and I may encourage you to modify the 
scope and/or direction of their topic somewhat in order to increase the prospect of a successful 
paper. However, note that students who choose entirely new topics after this point will 
already be behind schedule. 

2. Preliminary bibliography – Due at the 6th class meeting of the semester: a list of at least 
10 relevant peer-reviewed academic publication on the topic that you anticipate discussing in 
your literature review. While this list is not binding, the exercise will help you assess whether 
your proposed paper has the proper scope. This is one of the most critical issues in writing a 
successful paper – your question will be unwieldy if it is too broad, but there will not be a 
sufficient literature to review if the question it too narrow. The best way to get started is to do 
a preliminary check of the literature in the EconLit database (available through the UWM 
library). If your search turns up fewer than about 15 relevant peer-reviewed publications, you 
will probably want to expand your topic somewhat. Alternatively, if you find more than 50-
100 unique articles, you would be well advised to narrow your focus. 

3. Preliminary outline – Due at the 4th class meeting after Spring Break. Prepare an outline 
of what you intend to write. The purpose is help you to organize your thoughts and to identify 
the subtopics that need more attention. Doing this a few weeks before you begin writing will 
leave time to look for more articles and thus help you to avoid holes in your coverage. 

 
Several formats may be acceptable when you present your work. It is perfectly acceptable to give a verbal 
presentation without visual aids as long as it is clear, organized, and engaging. It is also possible to use a blackboard 
or an overhead projector, but the most common format involves using a digital projector to give a presentation 
using, e.g., PowerPoint or a PDF file. The equipment needed to do so is readily available, but it is critical that you 
make the necessary arrangements in advance.  

You are also strongly advised to practice your presentation in advance. Presentations go by much more quickly than 
most people expect – 15 minutes is simply not a long time when you are sharing an extensive project – so you are 
liable to go way beyond your limit if you have not practiced. As a general rule of thumb, you can probably plan to 
present one slide every 2-4 minutes, so I would generally recommend that you make your presentation using 
less than about 10 slides. Practice may also help you to get through material more efficiently and articulately – 
although I very strongly discourage you from memorizing a speech. (That always sounds terrible – even worse than 
you might imagine. Really, it stinks. Don’t do it.) On the other hand, think carefully about what material will be 
most important to your audience. For example, some people view a short presentation as just an advertisement for 
the paper, so they pay relatively more attention to the motivation for the question and the conclusions to be drawn, 
but relatively less attention to more technical details. 


