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Our Charlotte, NC, BHS Convention 

 

Charlotte is known as The Queen City, as it is named after King 

George the Third’s wife Queen Charlotte (1744-1818), who had 15 

children and died at 

age 74 due to pneumonia.  She 

failed to outlive her five-year older 

husband King George III (1739-1820) 

who succumbed to what must be 

presumed to be dementia two year 

later.  Queen Charlotte is the focus of 

the Netflix series Bridgerton, for 

those who want to see a fictionalized 

version of her life. 

 

The Convention was held at the Spectrum Center, home of The Hornets of the 

National Basketball Association.  We had rehearsals early each morning at The 

Westin in a ballroom, knowing that on Saturday, July 9, 2022, we would be singing 

first up in the Chorus Contest. 
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We had visits from former members, such as PH – Stephen Vandenberg and Jim 

DeBusman, as well as our Coach Joe Hunter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although there was light rail that ran from the Westin to the Spectrum Center on 

Saturday, we got to ride in comfort by bus. 
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We entered the Spectrum Center, and were 

ushered to an area with risers, sort of like a 

“green room.” 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Director, Bryan Ziegler, started us on our two songs, but also wanted to 

highlight two special groups of singers.  Those that were with the chorus 23 years 

ago at our first International and those that were singing for  the first time on the 

International Stage.  From 23 years ago, Mike Lietke, Bryan Ziegler (at age 10 on 

stage), Walt Ziegler, Tom Weber, and Jim Franklin. 
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Our seven first-timers on the International Barbershop Harmony Contest were:   

Nathan Clayburg, Mike Cook, Nick Rowe, Max Mutza, Jeff Somerfield, Chad 

Ohlendorf, and Mathis Murphy. 

 

We entered up the steps behind the stage 

all set to sing Together Again as our 

uptune and Auld Lang Syne as our ballad.  

We entered that stage without curtains as if 

we were coming to a barbershop rehearsal 

after months and months of time apart.   

 

After our set, we felt 

great that we did what 

we intended and 

projected the feeling 

we intended.  The 

judges, first thing in the 

morning, looked for an 

occasional mismatched 

note.  One way to say it 

is we scored in the Top 

Thirty.   
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Those wanting to examine 

the score sheets can go to: 
BHS-International-Chorus-Session-
2022-Chorus-Finals-OSS.pdf 
(barbershop.org) 
 

Carol Lietke managed 

adroitly to reserve a portion 

of the 10th floor of our 

chorus’ hotel, Hilton Place 

Hotel, for a 4pm impromptu 

afterglow, to examine scores, 

reminisce on the experience, 

and share fun stories. 

 

Pictured above is Carol and Mike Lietke, Tom Weber, Linda Johnson, and Scott 

Ganswindt.  To the right is: Linda Johnson, Polly Webber, Ilana Ganswindt, and 

Carol Geiger.  Below is Josh Umhoefer, Mathis Murphy, Sarah Balke, Bonita 

Ziegler, and Nathan Clayburg. 
 

 

  

https://files.barbershop.org/Competitions/BHS-International-Chorus-Session-2022-Chorus-Finals-OSS.pdf
https://files.barbershop.org/Competitions/BHS-International-Chorus-Session-2022-Chorus-Finals-OSS.pdf
https://files.barbershop.org/Competitions/BHS-International-Chorus-Session-2022-Chorus-Finals-OSS.pdf
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Interview with Bob Fichtner 

 

MVEer asks:  Bob, you have some concerns about the 
BHS.  What are their general nature? 

 
Bob replies: I want to state this as clearly as possible. 

I do not have concerns about the BHS. My decision to 
step back from MVE and BHS is solely based on the 

choice of how I spend my free time and discretionary 
funds. My decision to spend both of those resources in a 

different fashion at this point in time is not intended as 
a statement regarding the current or potential future 

state of either organization. If I had not been in a 

position of leadership in the chapter, I would have 
quietly slipped away into the ranks of others who no 

longer sing in MVE/BHS. 
 

MVEer asks:  I know you love the MVE.  But you have a few issues with our 
chapter.  What are they? 

 
Bob replies: Recognizing that no organization of people is perfect, I can state 

unequivocally that I do not have issues with the chapter or any individual within 
the chapter. My decision to step back from MVE is solely based on the choice of 

how I spend my free time and discretionary funds. My decision to spend both of 
those resources in a different fashion at this point in time is not intended as a 

statement regarding the current or potential future state of the organization.  If I 
had not been in a position of leadership in the chapter, I would have quietly 

slipped away into the ranks of others who no longer sing in MVE. 

 
MVEer asks:  What would you like to see the MVE become in this decade? 

 
Bob replies: What I would like to see the MVE become in this decade is no longer 

of import, but rather something for each member to decide and then work towards 
making that a reality. Remember the line from our contest song a few years ago, 

"Change begins with you..." Do you want more performances? Do you want to sing 
to sold-out audiences? Do you want to score higher scores? Do you want to win 

audiences? All of that and more is possible, but you cannot sit back and wait for 
others to make it happen. Don't just tell people what you want - tell them what 

you are willing to do to make it happen. 

 

MVEer says:  Thank you, Bob.  You've been a great singer and leader for us.  I 

hope this time away will just be a sabbatical. 

  



 

7 August 1, 2022 

Gary L. Pratt – a hello MVEers from a former member 

 

Gary and Vicki Pratt are touring Iowa, Minnesota, and 

Wisconsin, up from their home, which is now in The Villages in 

Florida.  He’d have stopped by a rehearsal in July, but we are 

not rehearsing until August.  Those who want to say hi, can 

send him an email at (gary@controlsphere.pro ).  As part of the 

trip, Gary (an engineer) will be teaching for a time in 

Minneapolis, so the “retired” label is only partial in nature.  Plus, he’s also 

written a book called, The Book of CODESYS, a cloud-based system for 

management tasks. 

 

He sent his photo from Riverside, Iowa that Gene Roddenberry identified as Captain 

James T. Kirk’s birthplace (editor’s note: T is for Tiberius, as most Trekkies know).  

 

The whole story is here:  
https://www.amusingplanet.com/2018/03/riverside-future-birthplace-of-

captain.html 
 

We now know that Riverside, Iowa, less than 1,000 in population, is “Where the 

Trek Begins.”  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riverside%2C_Iowa#Star_Trek 
  

Thanks, Gary. 

mailto:gary@controlsphere.pro
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amusingplanet.com%2F2018%2F03%2Friverside-future-birthplace-of-captain.html&data=05%7C01%7Cmarcus%40uwm.edu%7C4f66b1e352874a665af208da6ac0f815%7C0bca7ac3fcb64efd89eb6de97603cf21%7C0%7C0%7C637939674457128030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4GQkZMoHesxuiUlYwcrni035nc0cq%2BnuH7p5S%2BL9gXI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amusingplanet.com%2F2018%2F03%2Friverside-future-birthplace-of-captain.html&data=05%7C01%7Cmarcus%40uwm.edu%7C4f66b1e352874a665af208da6ac0f815%7C0bca7ac3fcb64efd89eb6de97603cf21%7C0%7C0%7C637939674457128030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4GQkZMoHesxuiUlYwcrni035nc0cq%2BnuH7p5S%2BL9gXI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FRiverside%252C_Iowa%23Star_Trek&data=05%7C01%7Cmarcus%40uwm.edu%7C4f66b1e352874a665af208da6ac0f815%7C0bca7ac3fcb64efd89eb6de97603cf21%7C0%7C0%7C637939674457128030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1MHYcicjoFFZZZ9MFe2M8OrLwMfRYABNQdOQ%2B3yAcc8%3D&reserved=0
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Football Mania is Back! – Scott Ganswindt 

 

Our Football Mania Fundraiser is making a comeback after 

a 2-year hiatus.  Football Mania is a super easy and fun 

way for the MVE to earn money so that we can continue to 

do the things we do such as provide the best coaching that 

the Society has to offer, purchasing some really cool music 

for us to perform and planning great social activities for 

our members.   

 

Each card that you sell to a friend, family member, or co-worker costs $20.  Of that, 

$14 goes right back to the chorus.  Each card has a list of 3 NFL teams for each 

week of the National Football League's 18-week schedule.  If those 3 teams combine 

to have the highest scoring total of that given week, then the owner of that ticket 

wins cash (up to $400 each week).  Each week the 15 highest scoring tickets win, 

and the 3 lowest scoring tickets win as well.  

 

I ordered the tickets today and it says 3-5 business days for delivery, so I hope to 

have them in hand next Monday at our first rehearsal back after our summer break. 

At that time, I will give a more thorough description of the program and answer any 

questions that you may have. 

 

See you on Monday, Scott 

 

Brief Report from New Orleans – 

Harmony University – Dylan Keegan 

 

Harmony University (HU) is July 24 – 

July 31.  There is a huge faculty teaching 

voice, arranging, directing, performance, 

and more.  2022 Harmony University 

Faculty | Barbershop Harmony Society   Including for just voice & performance: 

Jono Bligh, Chad Bennett, Lucas Bitzer, Blair Brown, Paul Ellinger, Philip Grant, 

Ben Harding, Joe Hunter, Donya Metzger, Allen Otto, Amy Patterson, Manoj Padki, 

Lee Powell, Ben Shively, Gene Spilker, and Larry Triplett.  They have classes in 

Leadership for Choruses, and everything.  An amazing time.  Our schedule is 

jam-packed as we get ready for two great shows:  2022 Harmony University 

Shows | Barbershop Harmony Society    Put it on your must look into list for 2023. 

https://www.barbershop.org/events/harmony-university-2022/faculty_hu_2022
https://www.barbershop.org/events/harmony-university-2022/faculty_hu_2022
https://www.barbershop.org/events/harmony-university-2022/shows_hu_2022
https://www.barbershop.org/events/harmony-university-2022/shows_hu_2022

