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Interview with New Member Jeff Sommerfeld 

 

MVEer asks:  Jeff, how did you get involved in 

barbershop singing? 

 

Jeff replies:  During my sophomore year at Saint 
John’s University (MN), I co-founded an a cappella 

group called Johnnie Blend with a few of my 
buddies, and some of our arrangements had great 

barbershop chords. I love the unique sound, and the 

shared experience of making music with friends.  

This combination led me to MVE, and I’m so thankful 

to be a member of this tremendous group.  

 

MVEer 
asks:  Tell us a 

bit about your 
family, please. 

 

 

Jeff replies:  My wife, Lori, and I live in East 
Towne Wauwatosa with our three dogs, Miller, 

Leinenkugel, and Summit.  
 

MVEer 
Comment:  Great 

photos Jeff, 
thanks.  I had to 

look it up to see 

that “Summit” is 
indeed also a beer 

from St. Paul. 
 

MVEer asks:   Where did you grow up and go to 
school? 

http://mve.groupanizer.com/
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Jeff replies:   As a kid, I lived in Jim Falls, WI, and sang my first solos at church 

and elementary school in Cornell, WI. From there, our family moved to 
Chippewa Falls, WI, where I attended McDonell Central High School, and was 

a member of several choirs and performed in lots of musicals.  
 

In college, I was a four-year member and President of the Saint John’s 
University Men’s Chorus, under the direction of Dr. Axel Theimer.  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

MVEer asks:  What do you do for a living, Jeff? 

 

Jeff replies:   I teach Literature, 
Writing, and Speech at Catholic Memorial 

High School in Waukesha, WI, and run an 
international literary journal that I co-

founded in 2017, called Sky Island 
Journal.  

 
MVEer asks:  What are your wishes for 

the New Year? 

 
Jeff replies:  I hope for health and 

happiness, especially for our friends and 
families within the MVE.  

 
MVEer says:   Thank you so much 

Jeff.  You make us even better.  And the 
lead section is very happy you joined us as well. 
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I’ll Walk with God – Dick Marcus 

 

Our newest song, “I’ll Walk with God,” was sung in 

the 1954 MGM Movie The Student Prince by the 
great tenor, Mario Lanza; however, the actor who 

played the prince in question was a much younger 
actor, Edmund Purdom who lip-synced the part.  

 

The story of The Student Prince, like other dramas 
and operas, isn’t really a happy story at all. In the 

movie, Karl has been raised most of his life for the 
military.  As a child, he was betrothed to Princess 

Margaret.  But when it comes time for him to marry 
her, the princess cannot stand his stiff formality.  

 
When this song is sung, the scene is in a cathedral in 

front of the grand casket of King Ferdinand.  The 
dead King was Karl’s grandfather.  And Prince Karl 

Franz of Karlsburg’s father had previously died. Now 
young Prince Karl will have to become king.  Karl 

sings to the casket,  I’ll Walk with God. Click: 
https://youtu.be/_OQ2Cc6yFz4  

 

His tutor recommends that he be sent to a university in Heidelberg to develop a 
more sociable manner. He eventually becomes accepted by his peers in 

Heidelberg.  Karl falls deeply in love with Kathie Ruder (the beautiful Ann Blyth in 
the photo), a musically inclined barmaid who holds court in the local biergarten. 

When his grandfather dies unexpectedly, Karl must marry the princess and take 
his place in Karlsburg.   

 
In the song, he promises to pray.  The lyrics, indeed, are a prayer:  

 
I'll walk with God 
From this day on 
His helping hand I'll lean upon 
This is my prayer my humble plea 
May the lord be ever with me 

There is no death though eyes grow dim 
There is no fear when I'm near to him 
I'll lean on him forever 
And he'll forsake me never 

He will not fail me as long as my faith is strong 
Whatever road I may walk alone 

I'll walk with God 
I'll take his hand 
I'll talk with God he'll understand 
I'll pray to him 
Each day to him 

And he'll hear the words that I say 
His hand will guide my throne and rod 
And I'll never walk alone 
While I walk with God 

 
(Lyrics used by Mario Lanza )

https://youtu.be/_OQ2Cc6yFz4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heidelberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biergarten
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Well, does he marry the beautiful barmaid, Kathie Ruder?  Sorry folks, that 

is not in the cards for the heir to this small kingdom. Princess Margaret goes to 
Heidelberg to persuade Kathie to break it off with Karl.  Kathie tells Karl she is 

marrying another, and The Student Prince is faithful to his Princess Margaret.  This 
is not the ending I wanted, but that is how the story goes. The prayerful song is a 

promise to ask God to help him fulfill his family’s duties to “guide my throne.”  
When we sing it, we can also be asking God to lead us and be always with us.   

 
In “Rotten Tomatoes,” the audience of over 500 viewers gave it a respectable 77% 

score.  Critics were of course a bit harsher with a score of 57%.  One critic from 
the time said, “moonlight fills in the gaps of a nostalgic entertainment.”   

 

2022 INTERNATIONAL BARBERSHOP HARMONY 
CONVENTION: CHARLOTTE, NC 

JULY 3-10 
 

Click:  2022 International Convention: Charlotte, NC | Barbershop Harmony Society  

for all the details on registration, transportation, stuff to do in Charlotte, and 
safety protocols.  You can follow the links on this great BHS Website.   
 

https://www.barbershop.org/events/international-convention
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While the whole week is filled with great activities and contests, chorus members 
who wish to go just for our MVE rehearsal and chorus contest, Bryan Ziegler says 

that we need to be there from Thursday, July 7 through Saturday, July 9.  He 
does not have information on when the first rehearsal will be on the 7th yet.  So, 

when you register for you hotel room, you may wish to get there on Wednesday 
July 6, 2022, and leave on Sunday, July 10, 2022.  Here is the schedule of events 

that week, so you can make decisions on what you really want to see.  The item 
called AIC Show is the Association of International Champions, which is always 

fun to attend. 
 

CONTEST TICKET REGISTRATION: If you registered for the contest last 
summer in Cleveland and deferred it to Charlotte, you are registered.  To double-

check if that is so, Brian Lynch suggests you email 

customerservice@barbershop.org.  
 

Or if you have not registered yet, this BHS link has registration info, with early-

bird pricing of $50 if done before February 15: 2022 BHS International Convention 
(regfox.com) 

 
HOTEL REGISTRATION: Tom Weber sent 

this recently, but it is 

repeated here. Our hotel 

is the Hyatt Place 

Charlotte Downtown at 

222 South Caldwell Street 

(just 4 blocks from the 

Charlotte Spectrum 

Center) with a special 

price of $179 per night which includes 

breakfast.  

 

 

 

 

Here is our MVE housing link: https://book.passkey.com/go/MVE22 

 

Humor Corner  

Posted 3 years ago on Reddit by BlueMoonOverUranus: 

My barbershop joke collection    (Shortened a bit by the editor) 

 

mailto:customerservice@barbershop.org
https://bhs.regfox.com/charlotte2022
https://bhs.regfox.com/charlotte2022
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbook.passkey.com%2Fgo%2FMVE22&data=04%7C01%7Cmarcus%40uwm.edu%7C8ac762c5f8de46f3e2ed08d9dc8c1610%7C0bca7ac3fcb64efd89eb6de97603cf21%7C0%7C0%7C637783317211779111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Vm47UKMq4RGe5njmhRb04Obu1%2BVeSHFfhMZeIpeAPso%3D&reserved=0
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TENOR 
• Why do tenors stay away from steamrollers? They'd hate to do a slide and end up 

flat. 
• What is a tenor's favorite gift? Throat lozenges. 
• Why do tenors like The Pirate Song so much? These high-pitched scallywags crave 

being terrors on the high C's. 
• How many tenors does it take to change a light bulb? Two. One to climb up the 

ladder, and another one ready with a first aid kit for when the other inevitably falls 
flat 

LEAD 
• How do you get two leads to sing in perfect unison? Shoot one. 
• How do you know that the lead section is at your front door? No one knows when 

to come in. 
• Ever hear the one about the lead who was so off-key that even the other leads 

could tell? 
• What do you call a Lead that can read music? A baritone. 
• Why do directors encourage leads to work in ice cream shops? To get the 

scooping out of their system. 

BARITONE 
• The baritone's death was ruled as incidental. (Not many get this one LOL) 
• What's the difference between a lawn mower and a baritone? You can tune the 

lawn mower. 
• Why did the chicken cross the road? To get away from the baritone section 

rehearsal. 
• How many baritones does it take to screw in a lightbulb? Just one, but s/he likes to 

have a dozen leads watch and say: "oh boy that looks hard, I'm glad I don't have to 
do that." 

BASS 
• Why is it so hard to get a bass to project emotion? Duh! doh... duuuuuuh? 
• Why do they say basses are as dumb as a field of turnips? It's all these roots in a 

row... 
• Hot tip for basses: in case of doubt, the first word in the next song is "doo." 
• How many basses does it take to change a light bulb? Sorry everyone. You'll have 

to accept the darkness, for the socket is too high. 
 
Dear chorus singers, 
We ask that basses complain about impending "doom, doom, doom" to their therapists, and not the chorus director. 
Thank you.  The Director 


