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  The MVEer Monthly December 2021 

Light the Square in Oak Creek Performance on December 1 
 
Our first performance in a long time, the Midwest Vocal Express sang at the 

Drexel Towne Center on Wednesday, December 1 for their annual Light the Square 

event.  This year, Mr. and Mrs. Claus helped count down to the lighting of the 

tree and lighting the whole square. 

This was the first performance for our two newest MVE members Jeff 

Sommerfeld and Michael Cook. Interviews with our new members will appear in 

our January newsletter. Bryan Ziegler gathered us all behind the Oak Creek 

Library to warm up and run through our repertoire.  Thanks to Bruce Vitale, 

many of us got to wear warm and fun hats for our holiday show. 

We moved out 

to the Square to 

sing.  Thanks to 

a sound system 

set up by Harry 

Hanson, and 

an introduction 

by Curt 

Campagna, we 

enjoyed the 

sheer joy of 

singing 

together and 

singing for a 

live audience 

once again.  
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More Events Planned for December 

In place of our Christmas Show on Saturday, December 11th, we will be going to 
four locations during SATURDAY DECEMBER 11. 

 

1. More information will be 
distributed by email, but 

the plan is to go downtown 
to the Deer District 

Farmer's Market @ 
11AM.  This year the Deer 

District is transformed into 
the Cheer District with 31 

lit trees as well as a 25-
foot Buck’s-themed tree. 

We’ll be singing where the 
celebration for the Buck’s 

Championship was this year.  
2. Then we go up Kilbourne 

Ave. to Cathedral Square Park @ 

12:15pm.  We sang in this park 
before for July 4th or something 

patriotic.  Now we sing our Christmas 
Carols.    

 
 

 
 

 
3. Then we go to Bayshore Towne Center 

Mall @ 1:30pm. 
 

4. Then we go out to The Corners in 
Brookfield at 3pm.  That is the mall near 

Barker and has the big Von Maur store there. 
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MONDAY DECEMBER 13 – CANDY CANE LANE 
 

Instead of our rehearsal on Monday on December 13, we will 
sing at various locations in Candy Cane Lane about 6PM.  

More information will come out about it as well. The neighborhood along Oklahoma 
in West Allis from 92nd to 96th street are all decorated to the max. 

 
History of Candy Cane Lane 
In December 1984, a wonderful group of neighbors living in West Allis, Wisconsin, joined 
together to collect donations for the MACC Fund – Midwest Athletes Against Childhood 
Cancer, Inc., in honor of a neighbor's child diagnosed with cancer. The neighbors worked in 
concert in decorating their homes and encouraged visitors to make a small donation as they 
drove through the festively enhanced neighborhood. All 
of the money raised went to supporting research, 
treatment, and the eventual discovery of a cure for 
childhood cancers and related blood diseases. 

Wow, Has It Grown 
Wow has it grown! Since its inception, the neighborhood 
program has raised more than $3 million. More than 
$201,000 was raised last year alone! Visitors come from 
far and away to drive or stroll through this winter 
wonderland of holiday sights and sounds. 

How To Find It 
Candy Cane Lane is in West Allis, Wisconsin, from 
Montana Avenue on the north to Oklahoma Avenue on 
the south, and from 96th Street on the west, to 92nd 
Street on the east.  

 

 



4 | P a g e  
 

Chapter President  Jim Franklin in 2020 & 2021 Looks Back  

As I look back over the past two years, I’m still 

basking in the glow of just having performed in public 

with many of my best friends and having heard 

applause from an audience who appreciated the 

singing excellence achieved and the exuberance with 

which it was shared. I had trouble falling asleep 

Wednesday night after the Lighting the Square 

performance, my mind still buzzing with the joy of 

performing with my MVE. 

Over the long journey to get back to performing again, I saw us make decisions 

that we never had to make before, but we did, with respect and care for all. We 

were excellent stewards of our existing resources, and bold seekers of new 

resources. We dealt deftly with finding a new meeting place and partnering with 

Elm Grove Lutheran.  We produced a Christmas show in 2020 for the BHS Youtube 

Channel, Christmas Memories that has 

over 2.1K views. We identified needs of 

groups within the main group and 

provided singing opportunities that fit 

their risk level. We found the best ways to 

rehearse while abiding by CDC guidelines. 

We set music and performance goals, 

knowing that the future was 

unpredictable. We communicated with and 

listened to our members, making difficult 

decisions based on the available data and our own standards of excellence. We 

created social events that connected and reunited old and new, and included 

family members and loved ones. We brushed off the rust, rang chords and made 

music. We welcomed four new members. We cared for each other.  

Am I surprised by our resilience? Not really. I’ll admit, I didn’t know how not 

competing at 

International (our 

favorite thing to do) and 

not singing for live 

audiences (our second 

favorite) for so long 

would affect us. I am 

pleased that a core 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=by3k2CzcU5U&t=1977s
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group of guys kept our performing spirit alive. Each of us has had to navigate this 

pandemic a little differently. My wish going forward is that the same understanding 

we extended each other during these times will be extended to members who 

return in 2022. Whatever the reason for their absence, I hope, scratch that, I 

know they will feel welcome and be embraced upon their return.  

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Thank you Jim Franklin, Bryan Ziegler, Board, & Pteam for 

guiding us safely through these unusual times. 

Welcome to the In-Coming Board of Directors for 2022 

Each year, the members elect a Board of Directors. We formally install them early 
in the year.  But our new Board is: 

 

Chapter President – Bob Fichtner     (fichtner.bob@gmail.com) 
Secretary - Scott Hilber      (scott_hilber@yahoo.com) 

Treasurer - Jim Ansay      (ansay5@charter.net) 
Music Vice President - Matt Post     (postmatt15@gmail.com) 

Marketing Vice President - Aaron Davis           (aarondavis1216@gmail.com) 
Membership Vice President - Brian Lynch   (brian@btlynch.com) 

Board Member at Large (BMAL) - Dylan Keegan  (dylan.j.keega @gmail.com) 
Board Member at Large (BMAL) - Tom Rogina  (rogina.tom@gmail.com) 

Immediate Past President - Jim Franklin   (jim.franklin@mve.org) 
 

Thank you Board for taking up the challenges and the joys of leadership in our 
Chapter.  We send you a Mighty MVE Applause, Gentlemen.  

 
 

Midwest Vocal Express - New Orleans Medley (live in Anaheim, 1999) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Barbershop Harmony Society on November 24, 2021 released this video is part of their WAY BACK 

WHEN-SDAY series in which we release a recently digitized, never-before or rarely seen performance from 

our 80+ year event history every Wednesday on our YouTube channel. 

Click it to see us in action:   https://youtu.be/8lYw-KZxHlk 

 

https://youtu.be/8lYw-KZxHlk
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Humor Corner: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


