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  The MVEer Monthly     May 2021 

REVISED CALENDAR & NEW PAGE 3 
May Calendar  

Mon. May 3- Hybrid with Zoom Rehearsal and In-Person @6:50pm 

Mon. May 10 – In Person  @7pm with Bryan in person and with Zoom at 

Elm Brook Lutheran 945 Terrace Dr, Elm Grove, WI [See Page 3 on Goodbye St. Luke’s]. 

Mon. May 17 - In Person   @7pm and with Zoom 

Mon. May 24 – In Person   @ 7pm and with Zoom 

Tues. May 25 – Zoom Board Meeting on Zoom at 8pm – all welcome 

Mon. May 31 – MEMORIAL DAY – No Rehearsal  

An Interview about INTERVIEWS with 

Bryan Ziegler 

MVEer says:  Thank you, Bryan, for chatting with 

me this morning.  I did my interview with you a 

few weeks ago, and I know you are interviewing 

the rest of the Mighty MVE.  What led you to do 

this? 

Bryan replies: I am glad that you asked.  I knew 

several other choruses did what I am doing.  

These include The Saltaires and The 

Alexandria Harmonizers.  These choruses 

showed growth in membership and improvement 

in their scores at International.  I thought that I 

would try it for the MVE as well.  

MVEer asks: One of your interview questions was: “How hard do you think our 

music is on a ten-point scale?”  What did you think we would say and also what 

actually was the general consensus? 

Bryan replies:  I don’t think I knew what our members would say.  I knew that 

some of our music had a few challenging sections, but I wasn’t sure what the guys 
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thought. The general consensus was between 5 to 8, with 10 being the most 

complex.   

MVEer asks:  I recall that you asked about how I felt if we did a foreign language 

song at Christmas.  Again, what did you expect us to reply and what was the 

general view? 

Bryan replies:  I guessed the members would be open to it and they were for the 

most part.  Many had sung in a foreign language at school or at church. 

MVEer wondered:  What was the most surprising finding you discovered in the 

interviewing process? 

Bryan said:  The chorus was surprisingly split about 50:50 on the desire to do 

costume sets and traditional sets in contests.  Those that sided with traditional 

sets noted we can sing those songs more often.  Those that sided with costume 

sets either enjoyed the story telling “show” aspect and the fun of a big production 

or were newer guys who wanted to try it out.  

MVEer asked:  How were the 

guys feeling about the May 

10th singing in person? 

Bryan replied:  They were 

excited.  The wanted to be back 

together.  Some said that they 

may still wear their masks.  

Others said that they won’t be 

quite ready for May 10 due to 

their vaccination schedule.  But 

the overwhelming feeling was 

enthusiasm to get back together again.  

MVEer asked:  Have you any closing comments? 

Bryan closed with this: I’ve been recording our learning tracks for our new 

songs.  Those tracks are 90% finished.  I am so excited to be getting together and 

singing our new songs.  But I will 

leave the song reveal to another 

time. 

MVEer said:  Thank you, Bryan.  We 

are indeed Proud to Be MVE. 
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Goodbye St. Luke’s  - Tom Rogina 

Going forward, the church leadership at our 

current rehearsal site (St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church/ Greendale) has 

decided to terminate our past 
arrangements that would allow us to 

practice in their fellowship hall and use 
portions of their facility for storage of our 

chorus equipment. 

The timing of their decision is not ideal, but 
as we all know, “when one door closes, 

another one often opens”. 

Your MVE Board of Directors sees this development as an opportunity to move 

forward to bigger and better things and is forming a special taskforce committee 
to identify the criterion that makes for our next great rehearsal facility and to 

locate that new facility at the earliest possible time. 

We Ask for Your Help with Your Network - Tom Rogina 

 
As of today, we have formed a MVE new Rehearsal Site Search Committee 

(Rogina, Nagel, Weber, Balke). 
 

We have contacted the village officials and Chamber of Commerce in Greendale to 
seek their potential help and suggestions. 

 

We have sent an e-mail message to all active and inactive MVE members to get as 
many hearts and minds involved in the search as possible. 

 
On behalf of the other 

members of the search 
committee, please 

encourage all MVE 
brothers to “network” 

with friends, family, 
and business contacts 

to complement our 
committee efforts. 

 
Thomas M. Rogina 

Cell : 1-262-443-6612 

E-mail: 
rogina.tom@gmail.com 

   

◄Tall Tom Rogina 

mailto:rogina.tom@gmail.com
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When I’m 32 – Our MVE Anniversary 

 
Our celebrations had people in person and people from all over online on March 

29, 2021.  The event included a variety of shared memories.  Thanks to all for our 
first 32.  Now on to the next 32, when we will be 64, as The Beatles sang. Joining 

us in person included Randy Will and Jeremy Ganswindt.  We dutifully wore 
masks but doffed them for this picture. 

 
Our 32nd Anniversary had stories of how we joined, funny and embarrassing 

stories, and how much we care for current and former members. The best story 
came from Bill Kilbourne, whose Green Army Clothes were taken as well as his 

suitcase, while he was safely ensconced in video recording room in his long-johns 
that were under his very hot plastic costume.  You guessed it, he got to walk to his 

hotel room in Montreal in his long-johns. A helpful MVEer saw his suitcase and 

costume and made sure it was safe for Bill.  
 

It was an "MVE family reunion," filled with love. 
 

 
 

Social Event:  Wine Tasting in June 

You bring a wine to share; you taste other wines.  If you have a 

wine you want to try, bring it.  If you don’t have any snooty wines, 

here is a chance to go to Otto’s or to order something.  Stay tuned 

for more information.  Brought to you by Matt Nagel & Mike 

Lietke, sommeliers, wine connoisseurs, and oenophiles, but others say just wine 

snobs, but if it pours, “it is ready for tasting and commenting,” says Mike.  
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Three Step Lesson in Tasting Wine When You are New at It 

First, look at it.  

 

 

 

 

Then, smell it. 

   

 

Next, taste it and comment.  

Here are some possible words to use for most 

wines even when you have no idea. 

I taste all 300 days of sun. 

Ah well, at least this is a great wine for the table. 

Use one-word adjectives: fruity, nutty, witty, pungent, robust, or dark 

Or use onomatopoeia: fizz, burb, barf, ding-dong, or cock-a-doodle-doo 

Or sound wise, like:  In this glass, “I taste real truth.” 

All I can say is, this wine has its own unique, incredible style. 

This has all the character of the people who make it. 

Burgundy is my color. 

A real Chilean wine legend. 

Come quickly, I am tasting the stars! 

Easy drinking, anytime. 

Okay dokey, that’s good. 

Should I stay or Bordeaux. 

I’m on cloud wine. 

Without compromise. 

From the earth to the table. 

You had me at merlot. 

Who needs cardio when you can be full bodied?  

I surely taste the complexity and the commitment. 

You say wino like it’s a bad thing. 


