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  The MVEer Monthly February 2021 

 
February 2021  

Mon. February 1 – Hybrid with both Zoom Rehearsal and In-Person 

Mon. February 8 - Hybrid with both Zoom Rehearsal and In-Person  

Mon. February 15 - Hybrid with both Zoom Rehearsal and In-Person  

Tues. February 16 – Zoom Board Meeting at 8pm – all welcome 

Mon. February 22 – Hybrid with both Zoom Rehearsal and In-Person 

Mon. March 1 - Hybrid with both Zoom Rehearsal and In-Person 

 

The Midwest Vocal Express Goes Hybrid 
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There are two ways to practice and learn new songs in 2021.  Beginning on 

Monday night, January 18th and continuing for the foreseeable future you will be 

able to be online using Zoom or come to Elm Grove Lutheran School (park in 

the back) at 945 Terrace Dr in Elm Grove and enter the two large doors there 

with vertical stripes.   

 

You may click into the Zoom sessions sent out each week by Bryan Ziegler.  The 

are meeting at 6:45pm on Mondays with warm-ups first, then we have the one-

hour practice on Zoom.  Or come to Elm Grove Lutheran School at 6:50pm to 

practice in person with social distancing and masks. 

 

The sound from the chorus singers in the room is broadcasted over Zoom. 

 
Bryan Ziegler guides the 

singers in the room over Zoom.  
Those on Zoom also emulate his 

instructions. This makes for 
quite an enjoyable singing 

experience.  The practice is 
short, just one hour. Try out 

whichever suits your wishes. 
 

Mike Lietke reminds the in-person group 8 rules. 

 
Rules: 

1. Take your temperature shortly before leaving for the church.  If it is even 

slightly above normal - do not attend in person. 
2. If you have any of the symptoms, or even a light cough that you think is 

something else - do not attend in person. 
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3. If you have been exposed to anyone testing positive, do not attend in person 
until two weeks have passed since exposure. 

4. Arrive no earlier than 6:50pm.  Practice will run 7:00-8:00 to limit 
exposure.  

5. Masks will be worn at all times and by everyone on premises.  Unfortunately, 
this includes those who have suffered through the disease.  We cannot have 

anyone who might wander by or checking out the zoom believe we are 
approaching this cavalierly. 

6. The tiles on the floor are 1 foot squares.  This makes it easy to check out 
distance in all directions.  Minimum 6 foot distance at all times will be 

maintained, preferably more.  If you feel safer at a greater distance, please 
do so. 

7. There will be an invitation to all to sing live, but there will be no intimidation 
toward doing so.  This 

is a terrible disease, 

and everybody has 
their own relationship 

with it.  We will 
respect that. 

8. At 8:00, we will be 
required to wipe down 

surfaces.  Please bring 
some antiseptic wipes 

to make sure we have 
that covered. 

 
 

Mike Lietke told us: “It was great to see friends in the flesh and SING!”  We all 
concur. 
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The International BHS Chorus Convention in Cleveland is 

Cancelled 
 
Well, we knew this could happen and it did. The announcement came on January 
28.  This is what the BHS said at: Barbershop Harmony Society 

CHANGES TO QUARTET QUALIFICATION  

With the BHS announcement January 26 that there will be no in-person chorus 

contest in Cleveland, many have asked about the quartet contest. While we 
remain hopeful that we will be able to hold a quartet contest in Cleveland, much 

remains uncertain and we recognize there is an opportunity to enhance quartet 

qualifications with additional safety considerations. 

As always, regardless of our ability to hold an in-person International quartet 
contest in Cleveland, BHS encourages participating 

quartets to follow CDC and World Health 
Organization guidelines as referenced in the 

BHS COVID-19 Interim Guidance for Ensembles and 

Singing Communities on our website. 

With that in mind, the following updates have been 

put in place since the original email went out on 

quartet qualifications on January 16, 2021: 

 The first round of video submissions, which were to 

be sent in from March 6 - 27, 2021, has been 
cancelled. As the March and early April live events were dropping from the 

calendar, this period stuck out as too early to encourage quartets to gather to 
rehearse and record. This means there will be only one window to submit 

videos: April 24 - May 1, 2021. This also means that the rule change that was 
to take effect this year to allow quartets two attempts to qualify will be deferred 

for a year. Quartets will only get one attempt. 

 We will accept any video recorded at the Salt Lake City (SLC) International 
Convention or later. Since many of our quartets have not been able to sing 

together since early in 2020, we did not wish to require groups to do something 
with which they might be uncomfortable if suitable video already existed. 

Furthermore, since our Internationals are scored by quintuple panels of highly 
regarded judges, there is no need for these performances to be rescored. Quartets 

get an automatic qualification if they score 78 or higher over four songs, so any 
quartet that made the semi-finals or finals in Salt Lake City have already 

earned an invitation based on their SLC scores and will not need to do 
anything further. Quarter-finalist quartets from SLC have up to two songs that 

they can include as part of their four-song submission. Again, any performances 
they include from SLC will not be rescored but all other performances will be 

https://www.barbershop.org/
https://files.barbershop.org/Landing-Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Interim-Guidance-for-BHS-Ensembles-and-Singing-Communities-v1.2.pdf
https://files.barbershop.org/Landing-Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Interim-Guidance-for-BHS-Ensembles-and-Singing-Communities-v1.2.pdf
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scored by one of our video panels, even if it is from a Fall 2019 contest. We 
believe this decision will help to minimize the risk involved with quartets gathering 

to rehearse and record. Our top 20 won’t need to gather at all, our other SLC 
quartets will benefit from having that rehearsal and recording time reduced, and 

other quartets will still have the opportunity to submit previously recorded videos 

if they have any of a suitable quality. 

 The automatic qualifying score was raised to 78 for this year, and that will remain; 
however, the minimum score, which was to be raised to 76, will revert back to 

74 for this year only. This is because the combination of quartets being less 
rehearsed and quartets potentially opting out of competing in Cleveland could 

mean that we will need to add quartets below 76 to fill out the wildcard 
invitations. For the same reasons, it also helps to ensure that each district will 

have a quartet representative.  

 Originally, we were going to treat all video 

submissions as out-of-district; we will now 

treat all video submissions, as well as in-
person contests, as in-district. A score is a 

score. This could matter if no competing 
ensemble within a district reaches the 

automatic qualification score of 78, or if a 
district hosts a live event and they have a 

quartet submit a video and score higher 
than the highest quartet at the live event. 

In this case, the highest scoring quartet 
from the district (the one that submitted 

the video) is the representative and others 
could be added if they scored at least 74 

and they earn a wildcard invitation. 

 Given the variety of ways that a quartet can 

qualify for Cleveland, there will be no official scoring summaries 

published. Quartets that compete at an in-person event or submit videos to be 
scored will receive their own scores, and if they achieve the automatic qualifying 

score, they will know they earned an invitation. Wildcards will receive an invitation 
if earned and the public will only know the list of who qualified and not any sort of 

seeding. 

Please note that while we all hope it will be possible to safely hold the quartet 

contest in Cleveland, this is not a certainty and many of the changes we have 
made have been driven by a desire to minimize risk for all of our quartet 

competitors by allowing previously recorded performances and by postponing the 

dates for submitting newly recorded performances. 

It is our hope that quartets will take advantage of these changes and defer 
unnecessarily gathering to rehearse, thereby avoiding the risks associated with 
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that, until closer to the date of the in-person event or video submission deadline 
that they will utilize. Over the next couple of months it should be much more clear 

about what we expect can safely happen in Cleveland. 

Christmas Memories – Jim Franklin – Chapter President 

 
Thank you to the team that produced our virtual Christmas show, most of the 

key workers on this program are listed on the screen shot below.  Thanks to Brian 

Lynch, Bryan Ziegler, Tim Beutel, Curt Campagna, Nick Beaudin, Brian 
Plehn, Mathis Murphy, Tom Rogina, and contributions of videos from Bill 

Kilbourne and Walt Ziegler as well as others that made this program so 
enjoyable.  Our Christmas show received 1800 views. It can still be viewed and 

shared with friends. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=by3k2CzcU5U&t=3s 
 

Proud to Be MVE! 
. 

 
 

A Fishy 

Story 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dby3k2CzcU5U%26t%3D3s&data=04%7C01%7Cmarcus%40uwm.edu%7C503c0a48c5684053545a08d8c3f9eba4%7C0bca7ac3fcb64efd89eb6de97603cf21%7C0%7C0%7C637474825462670670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=kp%2FxOgJew7gi%2B1zTmokYOIC5tUlnTrUqySVsIP12Bdg%3D&reserved=0

