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Youth in Harmony – Real Men Sing at UWM 

 

There were 1,025 young men who 

came to the University of Wisconsin – 

Milwaukee Zelazo Center to sing for 

most of day representing 43 area 

High Schools and 19 area Middle 

Schools.  The annual event, under the 

direction of Dr. Zachary Durlam, 

Associate Professor at the UWM Peck 

School of the Arts continues to 

generate excitement and interest in 

choral music.  September 20th was 

indeed a Real Men Sing day at UWM. 

The featured guest quartet was The 

Border Project, the 2017 District 

Champions of the Land O’ Lakes.  Singing 

three songs to 800 High School boys, it 

was obvious that these students loved to 

hear chords being rung.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Border Project then moved on the UWM 

Ballroom to sing for the Middle School boys, who 

were directed by Tony Mudra, the Director of 

the UWM Women’s Chorus. After The Border 

Project sang, Tony Mudra asked the students 

great questions on 

what they heard, 

loved, and learned. 

800 High School Boys 

 The Border Project sang for 

the High School boys 

L-R: Paul Hultgren, Matthew Hall, 

Robb Thiel, & Patrick Boehm 
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The Border Project then went to talk with 

the music teachers in a separate room.  

They taught them a tag and all joined in.  

What a great barbershop experience that 

both the students and their teachers had. 

 

The students got to see several songs sung 

by the UWM Men’s Chorus, demonstrating 

the love of singing continues in college.  

Perhaps some of the High School boys could 

see themselves joining college choirs. 

 

They ended the day with all the middle school boys singing two songs they learned 

as well as two songs from high school boys.  Both groups together closed by 

singing a tag and One More Song provided free from the BHS. Bravo to UWM, 

Dr. Zack Durlam, and The Border Project for filling everyone’s hearts with 

song. 

 

Four Events Coming Up 

 

1. The first was featured in the October newsletter already is the October 25-

26 for our great District Contest in Rochester Minnesota. 

 

2. The next is becoming an 

Annual Event, is the 

Drexel Towne Square 

Christmas Tree 

Lighting on Wednesday, 

December 4th from 

5:30-7:30pm in Oak 

Creek, Wisconsin.  Added 

mixers for sound and a 

tent will be there this 

year. 

 

3. Our Christmas concerts will be on Saturday, December 14 at the 

University School of Milwaukee in River Hills, Wisconsin.  

 

4. And are booked to sing on Monday, December 16 at 6:30pm at the 

Veterans Medical Center.  See next page from a photo from last year. 

 

Singing to 225 Middle School boys 
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John Konicek’s Musical Family  

 

This interview is inspired by Jim Franklin knowing of 

the talents of John’s brother James Konicek, who 

appears later in the article.  

MVEer asks:  John, you have a musical family, I 

heard.  Tell me about them, please. 

John replies:   My whole family is musical.  Here is the run down.   

My dad played the piano and sang in the church choir with my mom.  I am the 

second oldest of 6 kids and we were all involved with music.   

My older brother lives in Oakland, CA and 

for the last 30 years he has been the lead 

guitar player in a punk rock band called 

“The Dwarves”.  They have traveled all 

over the world and had some pretty crazy 

adventures. He also records music on his 

own and even started a band for the 

physically and mentally challenged adults 

he cares for at his day job.  Spoiler alert, don’t look up music by “The Dwarves,” 

it is very profane and raucous – not fit for barbershop!   
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I am next oldest playing Tuba, piano and singing. Another brother has regular 

work as a choral accompanist on the piano and a soloist in his church choirs in 

Columbus, OH.   

My only sister has a degree in musical theatre and played the French horn in high 

school.  Today she directs children’s theatre in Anaconda, MT.   

And finally, my 

little brother 

James has been a 

professional actor 

for 20 years.  Up 

until last year he 

was based in 

Washington, DC 

where he made a 

name for himself and earned several honors.  His favorite 

reoccurring role was Jacob Marley at Ford’s Theatre. 

And while acting is satisfying, he paid the bills by doing 

books-on-tape recordings for commercial endeavors and 

for the library of Congress.   

In 2018 he moved to Chicago and starred as 

Captain Hook in Peter Pan at the 

Shakespeare Theatre on Navy Pier.  

And this summer he played the newspaper 

owner and Bass in 

The Music Man at 

the Goodman 

Theatre.  

I hope I can 

convince your 

brother from 

Chicago to come 

visit a rehearsal 

some time. 

MVEer says: Thanks, John. We hope James is free to 

come up to our Christmas Show on December 14th to meet the Mighty MVE if he 

isn’t performing that day. 


