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The MVEer Monthly      May 2019 

 
 
 “A Street Corner Serenade” is on 

Saturday, June 22 at 7pm.  The Wilson 
Theater at Vogel Hall at the Marcus Center 
for the Performing Arts: 123 E. State Street, 

Milwaukee.  

 
Here is what Derek Balke says about 

selling tickets from his “MVE Happenings” 
messages: 

 
“Talk up the show with friends and 

family. You’ll sell more. I can tell you 
from personal experience that one time 

asking won’t work. I usually have to 
try 3 times before my friends purchase a 

ticket. It usually goes this way:  

Attempt #1. “We will see. I like you 
guys.”  

Attempt #2. “Let me check my 
calendar.”  

Attempt #3. “Yea, ok.”   
Maybe my friends are tighter with money 

than your friends are, but I highly doubt 
it.” 

Sell, sell, sell!  Two of our featured 

quartets are The Border Project and 

All This Mess, pictured below.  You are in for a wonderful serenade on June 22. 
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Calendar for May  

 

Monday, May 6   Rehearsal St. Luke’s at 7pm 

Monday, May 13  Rehearsal    St. Luke’s at 7pm 

Monday, May 20 Rehearsal  St. Luke’s at 7pm 

Monday, May 20 also Board of Directors Meeting                       

St. Luke’s at 10pm 

Monday, May 27 is MEMORIAL DAY & NO REHEARSAL but we can still practice. 

AFTER HOURS on the Today Show 
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How cool.  For the National Barbershop 

Quartet Day – April 11, After Hours was 

asked to sing on the Today Show. They 

came out singing “New York, New York,” 

with a planned surprise, Today Show host 

Craig Melvin’s older brother Ryan joined 

them near the end.  The surprise was a hit 

with Craig and the rest of the Today Show hosts.  Well done, After Hours.  See it 

at:  

https://www.today.com/video/watch-a-cappella-quartet-after-hours-perform-live-

on-today-1488258115938 

Interview with new MVE 

member John Konicek 

MVEer asks:  John, I know you are a 

bass, but what is your musical 

background? 

John replies:  In college I sang for four 

years in the Viterbo University Chorus 

in LaCrosse.  I also am a tuba player.  

When I was in Greensboro N.C., I sang in 

a community chorus that sang 

Beethoven’s 9th, Mozart’s Requiem, and 

Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana.  For at least 

30 years, I’ve also sung in my various 

church choirs. 

MVEer asks:  It sounds like you’ve not been a life-long Wisconsinite, if you lived 

in North Carolina.  Where else have you lived? 

John replies:  Yes, I’ve moved around.  I was born in Wausau and grew up in 

Silver Lake in Kenosha County. I was in LaCrosse for college as I said before.  For 

grad school, I went to Lamar University in Beaumont, Texas for an M.S. in 

Industrial & Organizational Psychology. I’ve also lived in Ashland, Kentucky; 

Rhinelander, Wisconsin; and up to 3 years ago, I was in Greensboro, N.C.  All my 

moves were career oriented at various hospitals. 

MVEer asks:  So then, what do you do for a living at these hospitals? 

https://www.today.com/video/watch-a-cappella-quartet-after-hours-perform-live-on-today-1488258115938
https://www.today.com/video/watch-a-cappella-quartet-after-hours-perform-live-on-today-1488258115938
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John replies:  For the past three years, I am the 

Executive Director of Total Rewards for Froedtert 

Health.  And I’ve been in health care for the past 

30 years at hospitals in the cities I lived. 

MVEer asks:  John, tell us a bit about your family? 

John replies:  I am married to Karen for the past 20 

years (coming up in August).  I have 3 boys, one 

daughter, and one step-daughter, and very recently 

one grandchild! 

MVEer asks:  Congratulations. Other than barbershop 

singing, have you other hobbies or interests? 

John replies:  Well, yes, the Tuba.  I play in four 

different groups. (1) the Greendale Community Band; (2) the Germantown Adult 

Wind Ensemble; (3) the Germantown Community Band (pictured below); and (4) 

the Germantown Muzik Bande and Dixielanders German Band. 

 

MVEer asks:  I just went to the recent Avengers Endgame movie, so this question 

may seem absurd, but if you had a superpower, what power would you want to 

have? 

John replies:  That’s easy.  I would like to fly. I’m 

not afraid of heights and it would be great to zoom 

around seeing things from the air. 

MVEer says:  If we do a Superhero costume set in 

the future, we’re sure to make you Iron Man, who 

can certainly fly.  

We are so glad you will be on our journey to Salt 

Lake City and to our Street Corner Serenade in 

June as we enchant our audiences.  Welcome to the 

MVE, John. 
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Money Maker Reminder for the MVE – Dick Marcus 

If you purchase anything by Amazon, go instead to 

Smile.Amazon.com.  Sign in like you usually do and pick the 

MVE as your charity.  If you buy $200 of stuff, we get a half a 

percent, that is only a buck, but it tends to add up. My 

purchases have generated $5.22 for the chorus, but 

Smile.Amazon reports that everyone’s purchases together, as of 

February 2019, have generated $403.77 for the MVE. 

If you use Amazon, use Smile.Amazon for your chorus. 

Stories from our 30th Anniversary Year – Bo Gibson 

It was a dark and stormy night....!  Isn't that how all good stories start?   

Shear Delight was a popular MVE quartet that entertained around the Midwest 

for 25 years starting in 1984.  Members were Dick Grahn on bass; Ron 

Schilling, Bari; Frank Marzocco, lead; and Bo Gibson, Tenor, charter members 

all of MVE 

In the early 1990s, Shear Delight sang an evening gig for Alexian Village, a 

retirement community near 76th and Good Hope.  Afterwards, we stopped for 

pizza and some adult beverages at a small shopping area near the gig site.  As we 

were settling in, Ronnie and I went to the bar to order our drinks. We didn't know 

we were in for a surprise...and a recruiting opportunity. 

As we were waiting for the bartender to come over for our order, we heard 

someone asking us, "What are you guys...a bowling team?"  Startled, we looked 

around the bar to see who was asking the question.  There was no one near us, 

and just a few folks across from us on the other side of the bar. 

"Those are really nice outfits...what do you guys do?" the voice continued.  It was 

quite dark in the bar, so we couldn't see who was talking.  "Who is asking?" 

Ronnie said.  At that point, we happened to glance down ... and there, on the 

floor, was this guy with a drink in his hand leaning on the bar rail and looking up 

at us! 

"We're a barbershop quartet," Ronnie said.   To which the guy responded 

enthusiastically "I LOVE barbershop!!"  This was our introduction to Dave 

Baxter!  We laughed, reached down and gave him our card.  By then our drinks 

were there, so we went over to our table to join Frank and Dick. 
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Dave got up off the floor (barely), came over to our table and introduced 

himself.  We bought him a drink, sang him a song and invited him to come check 

out the MVE chorus on a Monday night.  He showed great interest in that, and said 

he'd come over the following week...after he sobered up! 

The following Monday, Dave did show up (sober!) and soon became a valued 

member of the MVE bari section.  He also became a District Champion quartet 

guy (his quartet name escapes me*), and subbed on bari with Shear Delight until 

our quartet retired in 2009.  This was without a doubt, the weirdest recruiting 

situation I was ever involved with. 

This is a true story.  Bottom line is, if you want to find a good bari, look under the 

nearest bar!!!  Here’s to our 30 Years MVE! Bo Gibson 

*Editor’s Note:  Checkmate was Dave’s ’96 LO’L Champ Quartet and 

they just sang at our MVE Installation this year.  Shear Delight differs 

from Delight Quartet of Michael Mularski, Eric Senn, Mark 

Bittmann, and Daniel Fenske.  For more historical vignettes, check out 

the Oral History of the MVE below.  

Oral History of the MVE go to: https://midwestvocalexpress.blogspot.com/ 

A Few Random Comments on Life:   

The "stories" we choose to tell about our past are never what a video camera 

would have recorded. We can tell a sad story or a happy story and neither story is 
either more accurate or "better" than the other story. The difference is that one 

story causes us to suffer while the other brings us joy. I choose joy. 
 - Jonathan Lockwood Huie, writer of daily inspirations focusing on choosing joy at 

http://www.jonathanlockwoodhuie.com/. 

 Everyone should have at least two friends - one to talk to and one to talk 

about. 

 Families are like fudge... mostly 

sweet with a few nuts. 

 Friendship is like money, easier 

made than kept.- Samuel Butler 

 Gentlemen, you can't fight in 
here! This is the War Room. -  

Dr. Strangelove (1964)  

 Fat, drunk, and stupid is no way 

to go through life, son. - 
National Lampoon's Animal 

House (1978)  

https://www.facebook.com/michael.mularski
https://www.facebook.com/eric.senn.5
https://www.facebook.com/mark.bittmann
https://www.facebook.com/mark.bittmann
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009632406758
https://midwestvocalexpress.blogspot.com/
http://www.jonathanlockwoodhuie.com/

