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VGV70, Krysto Parks 1 

Alrighty, well thank you. I just have a couple questions about yourself to get started with. So— 2 

K: Okay.  3 

B: What is your age? 4 

K: I’m fifty-two.  5 

B: Fifty-two, and race? 6 

K: Black.  7 

B: Black, and gender?  8 

K: Female.  9 

B: And then what neighborhood or area of Milwaukee or the city do you live in? 10 

K: Lincoln Park area.  11 

B: Okay, and how long have you lived there?  12 

K: All of my life. My mother bought this house the year I was born.  13 

B: Oh my gosh, lots of history there, huh?  14 

K: Yes ma’am. Yes ma’am.  15 

B: Alright, so, as I understand it from Debra, Ms. Gillespie, she told me that your son was 16 

involved in a shooting. So, do you want to just kind of start the story and tell me what happened?  17 

K: Yes ma’am. So, my son was fourteen, summer of 2014. He was born in 1998. So, he was 18 

actually around the corner at a friend's house and he was standing on the sidewalk and some 19 
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guys, actually he was sitting on the porch, and some guys drove up and began to shoot at people 20 

that were standing on the sidewalk in front of this house that he was at. When they took off to 21 

run, he got hit in the leg and I was at a restaurant when I got that phone call. So, it was crazy.  22 

B: I can’t even imagine getting a phone call like that, that must’ve been terrible.  23 

K: Yeah, because all they say on the phone when they call, “BJ got shot!” And I’m, I’m just, you 24 

know, that’s my only child, so I’m going crazy like, “Oh no, please, it can’t be.” And then we 25 

ran out, it was crazy.  26 

B: And so, what, like what time of day was this? Was it a weekend, during the week, what was it 27 

like? 28 

K: It was actually the weekend and they were in the summer, so there was no school going on. 29 

So, all— 30 

B: Okay. 31 

K: Because I grew up in this neighborhood, there’s a lot of kids that grew up in the neighborhood 32 

together. You know, they all, we all grew up together. So, we would let him roam the 33 

neighborhood. He was with my nephew that has since been killed in a car accident, that day he 34 

was with my nephew, which was two years older. And that is how it all happened that day, it was 35 

just crazy.  36 

B: And then, so, was it during that afternoon or morning or evening?  37 

K: It was the evening. It was definitely at evening.  38 

B: Oh my gosh, so, so then kind of what happened, or what else did you learn about it as, as you 39 

got to talk to your son and some of the other people around.  40 
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K: He didn’t know who it was because this was a drive by. They drove and shot out of the car 41 

and then they ran. You know, they ran, they didn’t know who it was, but I do know somebody on 42 

that sidewalk got shot five times that day. So, we believe that that person was the target and BJ 43 

was just in crossfire.  44 

B: Oh my gosh. And was the person who got shot at five times, did he survive, or she?  45 

K: Yes! He recovered and that night was not the first time he had been shot.  46 

B: Oh, my Lord.  47 

K: Right, right. Never would I have expected that, you know, in the neighborhood that I grew up 48 

in, but man, times have changed.  49 

B: So, so then how, after the shooting, did someone call the police or did everybody just, did he 50 

end up in the emergency room or kind of, what happened after that?  51 

K: He did because he got shot running between two houses. So, when I got to the scene, it was 52 

taped off from Hampton avenue all the way up to, and of course I’m hysterical like, “B—” I’m 53 

yelling his name, saying, “BJ? BJ!” trying to get a response from him, because at this time I 54 

didn’t know his condition. I’m going to cry because this, I’m remembering it all over again, it 55 

was an awful, awful day. 56 

B: I just— 57 

K: He was laying out in the yard. They had called the ambulance. I was with my boyfriend and it 58 

was raining so hard that night and I just wanted to hear his voice to make sure that my child was 59 

still alive and he, he was yelling, “I’m right here!” He could hear me screaming from between 60 

the houses. I was trying to get to him but they were holding me back.  61 
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B: Oh, that sounds, that sounds just awful. They wouldn’t let you in to see him?  62 

K: No, because it was the crime scene. It was still considered a crime scene.  63 

B: Well, it sounds like, if you got there before the ambulance, that it took the ambulance a long 64 

time to get there.  65 

K: The ambulance was there when I got there, I was coming from Applebee’s. So, the ambulance 66 

was there, and the police, they had already taped the scene off. So, the ambulance was already 67 

there.  68 

B: Oh my gosh. How many, how many people were involved then? Was your nephew involved?  69 

K: No, he was running, he didn’t get shot. He’s actually the one that called me. So, you know, 70 

they’re kids. They were kids, fourteen and sixteen. So, they’re sitting out, just spending summer 71 

hanging out with their other friends at the house they were at. He didn’t get hurt, he ran though, 72 

he ran. But he has subsequently been killed in a car accident.  73 

B: Oh, I’m so sorry to hear about that.  74 

K: Thank you.  75 

B: So, how, how did this impact you? I mean, I can’t even imagine. I have one son as well, and 76 

he’s fifteen right now and I can’t imagine getting a phone call like this. So, how— 77 

K: It was hard. I’m sorry, go ahead.  78 

B: No, I was just going to say, how do you handle that? And then, not only that, that night when 79 

it’s happening, but then moving forward.  80 
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K: It was hard because my brother was killed by gun violence in 1979 on Atkinson avenue, in a 81 

white building, the first murder I can remember. But my brother was killed, so of course, my 82 

mind goes to, “Oh my God, this cannot be happening again, it cannot be happening again.” So, 83 

afterwards, it was, it was hard because I was angry at him because I had told him, “Don’t go 84 

around that block, don’t go on that block,” but still they were hanging out on that block. He was 85 

a little shell-shocked, I’ll say, he was a little gun shy, he didn’t want to go back out for a while. 86 

But they let him go and he just went to the hospital, he was treated that night and he was released 87 

that night. So, by the grace of God, my child survived, no artery got hit in his leg.  88 

B: Right.  89 

K: So. I just want him to listen, that was my thing, from that point on I was very protective. I 90 

always checking, like, “Where are you at? Are you listening? Stay from over there.” So, those 91 

are the things that kind of got to me after the whole shooting.  92 

B: Right, oh, I can only imagine. So, did he, was there like a period of time when he didn’t want 93 

to go outside and things or did he, just continue— 94 

K: There was, he would go on the porch, but then after maybe about a month he got back out 95 

there. And then he had to go to school. So, that was the other thing, he had to go back to school, 96 

and then he dropped out.  97 

B: Oh, I’m sorry to hear that.  98 

K: Yeah. He dropped out. My son is actually in prison at this time.  99 

B: Oh, he is? How’s he doing in there?  100 
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K: He’s in jail and he goes for sentencing in November. My son is just twenty-one years old. So, 101 

I feel kind of like I failed him. I didn’t, I don’t know if I got him enough help. And I kind of feel 102 

like I failed him.  103 

B: That, that must just be very difficult. Do you feel like you’re getting support from anybody? 104 

Like family or any other place, a church maybe?  105 

K: No churches at this time, I’m a pastor’s grandchild and my grandfather has passed away as 106 

well. But my mom is here with me, but I’m almost like a caretaker. So, I don’t have a lot of 107 

support. I’m kind of the one that does it, I’m in the family that does everything, so.  108 

B: Well, that must be very hard for you.  109 

K: It is, it’s a little bit hard at times, but I just trust God and ask that He trust in me and let me do 110 

what I’m supposed to do.  111 

B: Wow, wow. So, do you still think about the night when your son was shot or— 112 

K: Yes.  113 

B: Yes?  114 

K: Yes ma’am. Yes ma’am. Often.  115 

B: So, how do you— 116 

K: And what he must’ve gone through. That’s what I think about, I didn’t get him the help I 117 

think I should’ve gotten him.  118 

B: Well, it’s hard to tell. I mean, hindsight’s twenty-twenty, right?  119 

K: Yeah.  120 
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B: What would you, what would you change? I mean, if you say you didn’t get him the help, 121 

what would you have done differently, I guess?  122 

K: I would gotten him some counseling. I didn’t get him any counseling.  123 

B: Okay. You know, I know, like I said I have a son that age and it’s hard to talk to boys that 124 

age, so it’s tough, I know.  125 

K: Yeah, they want to be tough, so they don’t really want to go to counseling ‘cause I brought it 126 

up to him. I shouldn’t have given him the option.  127 

B: I know. But you, as a parent, you try to do the best you can at the time.  128 

K: Yeah.  129 

B: So, is there anything that you think could’ve happened to avoid this situation? Like, you 130 

mentioned he shouldn’t have gone to the corner but the whole drive by shooting and all of that, is 131 

there anything that you think could’ve been avoided with that?  132 

K: I think he shouldn’t have been at that house. It was a, we didn’t like the house anyway, you 133 

know how when you’re in the neighborhood, you can tell the house that you don’t like?  134 

B: Right.  135 

K: This house was two blocks over, but it was right by the corner store that everybody that 136 

walked to. And he had a friend that lived in this house that was not a part of the (inaudible) I’ll 137 

say. And they would all gather, little boys, teenage boys. They would be on the porch, by the 138 

alley. And then there were older men that would be out there that would talk to them, and mentor 139 

them in some cases, I’ll say. But the only thing that could’ve avoided that is had he listened and 140 

not been at that location.  141 
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B: Yeah, yeah. So, do you know if the perpetrators ever got caught or what happened to the guys 142 

in the car that drove by?  143 

K: They were never caught. 144 

B: Never caught? 145 

K: Never caught.  146 

B: Wow. Was there some type of, do you think it was like a retribution type of a situation or no 147 

one really knows?  148 

K: Nobody really knows. We suspect there, there was something because how can one person 149 

get shot five times and not— 150 

B: Right.  151 

K: Yeah, so it seems like that person was a target.  152 

B: Okay, okay. Did you know the person who was shot five times?  153 

K: I did not, but his neighbors would know.  154 

B: Okay, okay. So, you know, this as I’m sure you’re aware, this summer has been a particularly 155 

bad summer and into the fall for gun violence in Milwaukee.  156 

K: Oh, yeah.  157 

B: What do you think could do to help eliminate or lower the gun violence in the city? 158 

K: First of all, parents need to become more accountable for some of these kids. A lot of these 159 

kids don’t have anything to do, a lot of these kids don’t have mentors and folks to show them the 160 

right way. A lot of these kids are products of kids. We need, as a community, to do something to 161 
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try to get these kids some help and show them that these, the way is not to shoot and fight. You 162 

don’t have to always go to hand-to-hand conflict, or hand-to-hand combat. The other thing is, a 163 

lot of these folks, some of these folks of current day violence are not even Milwaukee natives. 164 

These are folks that have moved into Milwaukee and they’re acting like this is the place that they 165 

come from. I know we have a lot of folks that are from Chicago. Chicago has, by far, been much 166 

worse than our city has ever been. But now, we’re adopting Chicago’s ways. And it’s just crazy.  167 

B: So, what do you think the city could do about it? You mentioned a couple things, you know, 168 

like families need to be a little more involved, you’re saying, you mentioned, like, nothing for 169 

the kids to do.  170 

K: Yeah, they don’t have— 171 

B: Do you think the city needs to do something about that?  172 

K: Yeah because they don’t even have like, the (inaudible) athletic leagues anymore. They don’t 173 

have social centers to go to. Because they’ve become, they’ve become so unruly and rowdy and 174 

no one wants to deal with these kids, Generation Z’rs. Nobody wants to deal with them. They’re 175 

nuts. But I really, I cannot tell you other than parents need to become parents. We need some 176 

more fathers. We need some more men in our community, speaking to these kids, not just boys. 177 

We need some strong men and strong women with family values to show these kids the right 178 

way. It’s just, it’s a mess right now. Totally backwards.  179 

K: So, how do you get there? How do you go from where we are now, to, to getting those people 180 

in the neighborhood and involved with the kids? 181 

K: We need to be talking to these neighborhood folks. Where these neighborhood problems are 182 

occurring, we need to be out there, especially the ones that have been in those neighborhoods for 183 



VGV#70, 10 

 

   
 

long amounts of time. We need to go back to those block watches. We need to go back to those 184 

block captains where they’re reporting things. We need to become more actively involved and 185 

not just closing our blinds and turning out lights off when things are happening down the block, 186 

you know? So, we have to become more active as a community. It’s not about us personally, it’s 187 

about us as a whole and our kids and our generation.  188 

B: So, why do you think we’ve got to the point where, where people maybe aren’t as readily 189 

willing to, to get involved? 190 

K: A lot of parents that have closed their ears and eyes to the things that their kids do. And so, 191 

when other parents or when other community members I’ll say, tell them about it, they’re blind 192 

to it. They want to fight too. Those are some of the things, that’s where that parent can be 193 

something. We need to make the parents accountable. Say, “Okay, if your kids are going to do 194 

this, we’re going to charge you.” These are the things; they need to become more accountable for 195 

the things that their children are doing.  196 

B: So, how do you think that people in your neighborhood would react if something like that 197 

happened, where they made the parents more accountable?  198 

K: It depends on the parent. Now, for me, then they have to also give them some alternatives, 199 

too. So, if I can’t get this kid under control, what’s the solution for me, as a parent? What are you 200 

all going to do as a community and as a government to help me with my child? I don’t know. 201 

Some of the folks in my neighborhood are super closed, they don’t like laws, they don’t like 202 

rules. Some of them are still in the neighborhood, but we don’t tolerate the mess. We, we help. 203 

We let them know. You know, like, there was a car sitting in front of my house for two days, no 204 

tickets, no nothing, hadn’t moved. So, wait a minute, I’m like, “Why is this car out here?” So, I 205 
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begin to call, I used to work for the police department. So, I begin to call, you know. We have to 206 

be aware as a community.  207 

B: Right, aware of what’s going on in our neighborhood.  208 

K: Yes, ma’am.  209 

B: Yeah, so do you think things have gotten worse or better since the pandemic?  210 

K: They’re worse. Because people are now the mental part, now. People are really cracking from 211 

staying in the house. I don’t know another way to explain that. Most people are not used to 212 

being, what’s the word, isolated and kept by yourself. So, it’s gotten worse especially with some 213 

of the driving I’ve seen. And it has definitely gotten worse. This year is much worse than last 214 

year.  215 

B: Yeah, I would tend to agree with you. Yeah.  216 

K: This year, women and children are being commonly killed. I mean, we have had so many 217 

young women, and women and babies in Milwaukee that have been killed this year. Now, those 218 

are our stats. I know all over Wisconsin, things are happening, but those are my community stats 219 

that bother me.  220 

B: So, how, how have the women and children been killed, has it been gun violence, or has it 221 

been something else? 222 

K: Mostly gun violence and car, car accidents.  223 

B: Okay, okay. And that’s the first time you’re seeing a lot of that? 224 

K: It’s escalated, I’ll say. It’s not getting better. So, it’s getting progressively worse.  225 

B: Okay. And why do you think the women now, in the gun violence?  226 
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K: I believe women are standing up now to men that are abusive. And now these men are 227 

becoming angry. A lot of it is a bunch of garbage, you know, these kids on social media getting 228 

into these (inaudible) and fights. Two women involved with one guy, two guys involved—it’s 229 

too much mess. It’s a lot of mess.  230 

B: Yeah, that’s hard to sort out then.  231 

K: Mhmm. Mhmm.  232 

B: So, if you could talk to an elected official in Milwaukee, either your councilman or the mayor 233 

or something, what would you tell them about gun violence and your community and what’s 234 

going on? 235 

K: Come down here in the community for a day. Come sit out here in one of these cars and 236 

watch what happens in your community. Like, my alderman, I haven’t seen my alderman since 237 

he got elected. So, you know, come down here and sit down here and watch what’s going on in 238 

your community.  239 

B: So, what do you think is the relationship between the, like, the elected officials in the 240 

community? Is it good or not so good or? 241 

K: It’s unknown. It’s almost nonexistent. Like I said, I haven’t seen my alderman. He was 242 

common council president. I haven’t seen him patrolling these neighborhoods, I haven’t seen 243 

him talking to his constituents, none of that.  244 

B: Wow, and how long ago was he elected? 245 

K: He’s been in for some years. He is— 246 
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B: Okay. How do you think you could get them more involved? Is there anything you could 247 

think of?  248 

K: To be honest with you at this point, if this violence and the stuff that’s happening in their 249 

districts don’t get them involved, I don’t know what can.  250 

B: Yeah, that’s a good point. That’s a good point.  251 

K: They see the news every day.  252 

B: Right, right. Well, you know, as part of our project we can put up photos of the people who 253 

were involved in the shooting incidents, like your son, as kind of a, you know, your son is still 254 

alive, so it wouldn’t be like a memorial like he’s passed away. But just as, so, so some people 255 

have a face with the situation, so if that’s something you want to do, you know, please feel free 256 

to send me a copy of your, a picture of your son or something with the situation and we’d be able 257 

to do that. But you certainly don’t have to do that. I’m just throwing that— 258 

K: I want to get his permission first, let me get his permission and then if he gives me 259 

permission, I’ll definitely send you a photo.  260 

B: Oh, that would be great. Thank you very much.  261 

K: You’re welcome.  262 

B: So, this has been so kind of you to do this, why are you so willing to share your story? To me, 263 

it seems like it would be very hard to talk about and very painful. So, I’m just curious as to you 264 

know, why are you so willing to share your story? 265 

K: It was my part to bring awareness, you know? And make people understand how this is 266 

difficult, this is not an easy thing to go through, even when your loved one lives. It’s a difficult 267 
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thing. And they need to stop killing and shooting each other, causing these pains to parents and 268 

families and siblings. 269 

B: What’s been the hardest part of the experience?  270 

K: Watching my son go from where he was. My son played football since age five, to dropping 271 

out of high school after this. That was the hardest. And now he’s facing prison. That’s the 272 

hardest thing for me.  273 

B: And do you think it’s all connected? 274 

K: I do. I definitely do. And the death of my nephew, so I definitely do.  275 

B: That sounds very, very hard.  276 

K: It is. But again, with God’s help, we will get through it. I just ask Him to protect my child.  277 

B: And when is your son’s hearing?  278 

K: November 18th.  279 

B: Alright, well, I will be thinking of him and I’ll be thinking of you as well. And I appreciate 280 

your time today. Thank you very much.  281 

K: You’re welcome and if he gives me permission, I’ll email that over to you.  282 

B: That would be fabulous, thank you! And have a good afternoon. 283 

K: You’re welcome. You too, be safe.  284 

B: You too, bye-bye.  285 

K: Bye.  286 


