PAGE  
7

Old Final Examination Questions

for Psychology 502 Applied Behavior Analysis
Spring, 2010 Edition
Each final question includes a problem and an abstract description of an acceptable answer. For example, students in the fall of 1997 answered this question: 

PSYCH-502         Applied Behavior Analysis              Fall, 1997

You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for the Ferndock

family.  Mr.  and Mrs. Ferndock report their two children, Fern (16

years old) and Fred (6 years old), to be out of control. The

children will not complete assigned chores or homework, and yell and

scream as they refuse to comply with parental requests. Your job is

to help the Ferndocks implement procedures that will enhance their

children's and family's functioning.

Your answer should address the four aspects of applied

behavior analysis: a) assessing behavior, b) designing/selecting

appropriate interventions, c) evaluating the interventions, and d)

communicating the intervention's results to interested parties.

Organize your answer in terms of the four aspects labeled above, use

terminology appropriately, and avoid mentalistic explanations. This

is your chance to impress your instructor with your command of course

Don’t focus on defining terms. Instead write a story in which you use terms and procedures correctly and solve the problem! 

Since 1997, I have changed textbooks so it is appropriate to ask students to also describe how they would program for generalization and provide for the maintenance of behavior.

Here are previous final questions:
You are supervising the tutoring of an autistic child who has been

making excellent progress but suddenly has begun tantruming during

his daily tutoring sessions. The child, who has some verbal skills,

will begin saying "no, no, no" and then start yelling "no, no no"

before he hits the floor screaming and kicking. Requests by tutors

or parents fail to calm the child.  Your job is to help the child

continue to make excellent progress.

Maxine's family is having trouble teaching her to read Greek.

Whenever the family schedules a daily, 30 min lesson, Maxine, an

eight-year old, fusses, teases, or cries until the lesson is

terminated. Your job is to help Maxine's family.

Maxine's family is having trouble teaching her to tie her shoelaces.

Whenever the family schedules a daily, 30 min lesson, Maxine, an

eight-year old, fusses, teases, or cries until the lesson is

terminated. Your job is to help Maxine's family.

You have been called in by Mrs. Smith to help her with her husband

Freddy who she reports to often complain and whine. She wants the

whining to stop and apparently doesn't "have a clue" as to how she

is supporting it. Freddy too would like to stop whining but he does

not know how to begin. How can you help the Smith family (Can your

imagine their children?)? 

You are the behavioral consultant to the Golden Glenn School System

where you discover that Big Billy is out of control in Mr.

Ferndock's 4th grade class. Three days of narrative recording in the

classroom suggests that when Big Billy does anything besides

assigned work Mr. Ferndock then requests that Big Billy return to

work. When Big Billy next sasses back and refuses--the entire class

cheers for Big Billy!

How can you help all the interested parties?  (By the way, Big

Billy's sister, Sassey Sally, is disrespectful in her class too and

may fail sixth grade!)

You are the behavioral consultant to Marshall Dermer.  It

appears as if the students in his behavior analysis class

are watching television, dating, working, sleeping,

bathing, etc. rather than completing the fluency

assignment that would result in their mastering the

definitions of major applied behavior analytic terms.

Provide Marshall with some realistic ways of increasing a

student's participation and fluency in this aspect of the

course. (It is unrealistic, for example, to assume that

the students will quit their jobs or that Marshall can

afford to pay students for doing training well.)

The exam below was not used:

You are a behavioral consultant to the Milwaukee Bucks.  George

Karl, the head coach, is concerned because the team has not been

doing well and his star players are not participating in individual

practice after team practice as Karl deems appropriate. Furthermore,

the departure of the stars after team practice has demoralized the

rest of the players. You should know that all the players are on

contracts often worth millions of dollars per year, per player. 

Provide Karl with a realistic way of increasing his star players'

individual practice (after team practice) using a constructinal

approach. If you can't think of a way to do this without altering

the contracts, then you may alter the contracts. But, surely Karl

would most appreciate a solution without renegotiating the contracts.

You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for the Lebovitz family.  Mr.

and Mrs. Lebovitz report their son, Sam, age 3, will suddenly and

mysteriousuly begin tantruming. Your job is to help the Lebovitz family cope

with Sam's tantruming.

You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for the Sanford family. Mr.

and Mrs. Sanford report their son, Sandy, age 3, will not following

instructions. Your job is to help the Sandford family get Sandy to follow

instructions. (By the way, Sandy is an otherwise normal 3-year old.)

You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for the Smith Family.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith report their son, Johann, age 4, will begin

tantruming when they are teaching him to print the letters of the

alphabet. Your job is to help the Smith family.

You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for the Washington Family.

Mr.and Mrs. Washington report their son, Johann, age 4, will begin

tantruming when they are teaching him to eat with a spoon, knife, and fork.

Your job is to help the Washington family.

You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for the Washington family. Mr.

and Mrs. Washington report that their dog Bruno refuses to sit in the dining

room when the family is eating in the kitchen. Whenever they are eating the

dog comes running into the kitchen, often barking. Mrs. Washington

suggests that the kitchen door be closed or Bruno be put on a lead so Bruno

cannot enter the kitchen from the dining room when the family is eating. Mr.

Washington considers this cruel treatment of his beloved Bruno and thinks

there must be a behavioral solution. Mrs. Washington would be happy with a

behavioral solution too although she is reluctant to pay more than $300

($75/hr) for a problem that could be solved by simply closing the door. Your

job, as a student who had a canine placement, is to help the Washington

family quickly find a behavioral solution for Bruno's misbehavior.

You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for the Perfect family. Mr.

and Mrs. Perfect report that their son Bruce, who is age 3, autistic, and

non-verbal, engages in too much self-stimulatory behavior. In particular, he

plays with little bits of dust that he sees floating in the air and dust

balls that he finds scattered in the corners of the Perfect's house. The

Perfect's are afraid that Bruce's self-stimulatory behavior will stigmatize

him.  Your job is to help the Perfect family address this problem.

You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for the Schwartz

family.  Rachel, their daughter, is 23-years old and learning

disabled. She cannot speak but she can follow simple instructions.

Rachel currently spends most of her time at home watching TV and

completing art projects and simple household chores. She also enjoys

shopping for "fun" things. Her parents describe her as a "sweet

girl" and wish that she could find some activities for her outside

the home. They recently saw that a company was looking for people to

pack first aid kits, of various kinds, and was paying $10 per hour

as well as providing health insurance. They approached the company

and was told that the company would hire Rachel if she could learn to

pack three different kinds of kits.

They took the kits home and tried to teach Rachel but she did not

learn. The task was not easy because material must be inserted in

a given order into particular places. Her parents were not behavior

analysts but they appear to have used forward chaining and concurrent

chaining (p. 344). Perhaps these methods might have worked if the right

parameters had been selected but Rachel became quite emotional as her

parents used these procedures and they are concerned that such

training might have emotionally harmed Rachel.  Presently, when they

approach Rachel with the kits she turns away and motions "no" with

her hands. Your job is to help the Sapolsky family and Rachel. 

You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for Mrs. Mary Bailey

who complains that her husband is easily angered and when angry swears and verbally abuses her and her two children Tim (age 10) and Brenda (age 15). For example, when conducting a late evening, home visit, you saw Mr. Bailey tell the children to prepare for bed. When they had not done so within ten minutes, you heard him yell, “You bastards never listen to me. You’ll pay for this!”

Mary loves her husband, reporting that he can be quite sweet when he is  not angry. The children, however, are quite frightened by their father. Your job is to help the family.

Your answer will be graded, in part, in terms of the number of behavioral terms and procedures you correctly use and whether your answer addresses the problem or problems at the Bailey home. 

You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for Mr. and Mrs. Blue who complain that their just diagnosed, 2 year-old, autistic son Bob is always screaming and yelling, particularly when he appears to want something.

It is important to note that Bob cannot speak (although he can make sounds); he appears to neither follow instructions nor imitate. Bob has been examined by several physicians who report that his general health is fine but there is no treatable medical cause for his screaming, yelling, and other autistic behaviors. Your job is to help Bob and the Blue family with his “always screaming and yelling.”

As I noted last week,  the problem can be addressed by teaching him language skills, particularly manding within the context of differential reinforcement for alternative behavior.
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You have been hired as a behavioral consultant for the Ding Dong School’s most famous teacher: Miss Francis.(You can see her in the picture to the left!) Miss Francis complains that one student in her kindergarten, Jack, hits other children and calls them names. She has talked to Jack about this but he continues to upset other children. 

Assuming there is no medical basis for Jack’s misbehavior, help Miss Francis and Jack by using the constructional approach.
The Spocks want to hire you as a behavioral consultant for their son Albert, a 3rd grader, who lately is not doing well in math. The Spocks are concerned about Albert’s avoiding doing his math homework and complaining that it is just too difficult and that it “makes my head and stomach hurt.” Lately, he behaves much the same way in his math class.

The family and his math teacher report that Albert had been doing well in math until he was given 2 and 3 digit multiplication problems to solve by hand. Additionally, almost all the other students in his math class are doing well at this skill and do not report the difficulties with home or school work.  

Assuming there is no medical basis for Jack’s problem including vision problems, help the Spocks and Albert by using the constructional approach.
You are supervising the tutoring of an autistic child who has been

making excellent progress but suddenly has begun tantruming during

his daily tutoring sessions. The child, who has some verbal skills,

will begin saying "no, no, no" and then start yelling "no, no, no"

before he hits the floor screaming and kicking. Requests by tutors

or parents for the child to resume working fail and the child tantrums until tutoring is terminated. Your job is to help the child continue to make excellent progress.

PSYCH-502         Applied Behavior Analysis              Spring, 2008

At UWM, a new position has been created “educational consultant.” So far, as such a consultant, you have five years of experience helping students do their best in courses and graduate “on time.” 

Josh, a student who will take Applied Behavior Analysis, next semester, seeks your help. He reports having worked for an autism service provider for 1 year and because of this wants to become an applied behavior analyst. But Josh fears he will not do well in the course. He fears the weekly quizzes, understands that Dermer grades writing “hard,” and if he is to earn graduate credit, he understands that he must rapidly and accurately define some 150 behavior analytic terms. Josh additionally reports a history of low grades and procrastination regarding academics but notes that helping autistic children is the joy of his life.  

So what can you do for/with Josh? Your answer should address these six aspects of applied behavior analysis: a) assessing behavior, b) designing/selecting appropriate interventions, c) evaluating the interventions, d) communicating the intervention's results to interested parties, e) programming for generalization, f) and programming for maintenance.

PSYCH-502         Applied Behavior Analysis              Fall, 2008

You are an educational consultant for the State of Wisconsin. So far, as such a consultant, you have five years of experience using applied behavior analysis to help elementary and high school teachers instruct students. 

You have been assigned to help a 5th grade teacher in Milwaukee who reports that several of her (typically developing) students do not reliably turn in their homework assignments in math. In math, completing homework is very important as math is hierarchal. 

So what can you do to help this teacher? Your answer should address these six aspects of applied behavior analysis: a) assessing behavior, b) designing/selecting appropriate interventions, c) evaluating the interventions, d) communicating the intervention's results to interested parties, e) programming for generalization, f) and programming for maintenance. Also, wherever possible, use the constructional approach and assume that the troublesome behavior is not due to a medical problem.  

Avoid mentalistic explanations and craft a story that shows me that you well understand how a behavior analyst could address this problem.
PSYCH 502          Applied Behavior Analysis     Spring, 2009

Working for the UWM Counseling Center, you are an educational consultant with ten years of experience using applied behavior analysis to help college students and college instructors educate college students. 

Juanita, a senior who you much helped last year with Spanish, now seeks your help with this applied behavior analysis course.

It is the 5th week of the semester and Juanita is only scoring fives on the ten-point quizzes and she fears she may fail the “lecture portion” of the course. She reports: (a) regularly studying by reading both chapters for the week each morning before the Friday examination; (b) not comprehending the lectures so she does not regularly attend; (c) hating to write multiple drafts of essays, and (d) wanting to work with children when she graduates and planning on attending graduate school.        

So what can you do to help Juanita and possibly the instructor? Your answer should follow these major headings:

Is there a problem?

Is a behavior analytic intervention appropriate?

Functional assessment

Selecting Interventions

Implementing and Maintaining Interventions

Programming for Generalization and Maintenance

Avoid mentalistic explanations and craft a story that shows me that you well understand how an ethical behavior analyst could help the student and possibly the instructor. Use the constructional approach and assume that the low quiz scores are not due to medical problems.   

PSYCH 502 Applied Behavior Analysis Fall, 2010

You are BCBA clinical psychologist with over ten years of experience working with families.
Fred Young, a 21 year-old male, only child, seeks your help regarding interacting with women peers. He reports becoming somewhat anxious when talking with women about everyday topics like the weather, movies, and the like and even more anxious when talking about more intimate topics like personal feelings, plans to have a family, and romance. He reports being attracted to women peers but having never been on a date.

Fred is fairly good looking and there is no medical reason for his problem. He makes a very good living as a computer software developer and can calmly make presentations of his programming efforts to large audiences that include women. His hobbies include chess and bridge. He reports wanting to enjoy the comforts of a family life: wife, children, in-laws, the works, but his anxiety and awkwardness interfere with these goals. Describe how you will help Fred.

To organize your answer, you can either use the outline I provided or the one below:
Is there a problem?

Is a behavior analytic intervention appropriate?

Functional assessment

Selecting Interventions

Implementing and Maintaining Interventions

Programming for Generalization and Maintenance

Your answer should: well contact the material in this course, not include mentalistic language, offer a plausible procedure, be ethical, and use the constructional approach.   

PSYCH 502 Applied Behavior Analysis Fall, 2011

You are BCBA with over ten years of experience working with children with developmental disabilities and their families.

Diagnosed with autism, is four-year-old Jake. Jake is without much verbal behavior and so he tantrums for and sometimes points to what he wants. Better if he could request what he wants. Because he can make sounds, his parents want him to acquire spoken English and you agree. 

Critical to acquiring language is imitation. Jake’s parents indicate he makes many sounds but only occasionally appears to imitiate and then only his mother’s gross motor movements. Furthermore,Jake hardly ever imitates what she has said.

Describe how you will help Jake (and his family)so that he acquires some elementary verbal behavior. 

To organize your answer, you can either use the outline I provided or the one below:

Is there a problem?

Is a behavior analytic intervention appropriate?

Functional assessment

Selecting Interventions

Implementing and Maintaining Interventions

Programming for Generalization and Maintenance

Your answer should: well contact the material in this course, not include mentalistic language, offer a plausible procedure, be ethical, and use the constructional approach.   

